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Note to Readers 



Our fieldwork for this study was completed in the autumn of 2003. The final 
report was prepared in late 2003 and finalized in the summer of 2004, after 
we received comments from participating schools and members of the 
study's review panel. The report was not immediately released, however, 
because of concerns that the identity of the schools should be masked. 

While not all the participating schools cared whether or not we used 
pseudonyms, all agreed that our rich and detailed descriptions of practices 
or particular events might be used in the wrong way by oversight agencies 
or by the local media. One option for us was to use general or generic 
references to the schools. However, the study builds on in-depth case studies 
and we wanted readers to be able to distinguish the schools and interpret 
findings and new information in light of what they increasingly know about 
the unique case schools. For this reason, it was decided to go through the 
text of the report and insert pseudonyms for the schools and for the 
management company of one of the schools. 

While there were concerns about how information from these rich case 
studies might be used, these concerns were outweighed by the belief that the 
lessons learned from these schools could benefit other charter schools and 
charter school authorizers. 
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